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ers Black History 
Month - is it 
detrimental?
Senior Kate Yoder talks to students interested in working in the 
admissions office at the Leadership Fair on Thursday evening. At 
the Leadership Fair, a variety of booths representing the various 
leadership positions on campus were set up in the Kesler Center. 
Students interested in filling positions such as PA and DA or O 
group leader could speak with representatives for these positions 
and collect information.
Student body president candidates 
to be finalized tonight 
While Americans are av-
idly discussing the current 
presidential hopefuls, Taylor 
begins its own election fervor 
at 5 p.m. tonight with the re-
vealing of  this year’s student 
body  president  candidates. 
Unofficially, juniors Brad 
Wood, Tamara Shaya and 
Jessica   Wittebols  will  run.
“I  have  heard  that  I’m 
running up against some 
girls,” Wood, who just re-
cently  decided to campaign, 
said. “I  feel  that  the main 
disadvantage I have is that 
people found out that I 
was running after they had 
pledged their alliance with 
the other candidates.”
If Shaya or Wittebols is 
elected, the Upland campus 
will   have  its   first   woman 
student body president since 
the mid-1990s.
“Each of us has been given 
leadership talent that God 
calls us to use for his glory,” 
Wittebols said. “My goal ... 
is to lead all students on this 
campus. For that purpose, 
my gender really should  not 
be  much  of       an issue.”
In addition, Shaya, an 
Iraqi-American, would be 
the first female student body 
president who was not Cau-
casian. The Upland campus 
had a male non-Caucasian 
SBP when Arab-American 
Norman Yatooma, served 
from 1993 to 1994.
“Christ’s promises have 
encouraged me to be brave 
in situations that challenge 
the status quo,” Shaya said. 
“I know that my gender 
does  not  impact who I am 
in Christ.”
Campaigning begins at 
12:01 a.m. Monday, with pri-
mary debates at 10 p.m. on 
Feb. 19 in the Student Union. 
A primary election will then 
begin at 12:01 a.m. on Feb. 20 
and will end 24 hours later.
With three or more candi-
dates, election rules dictate 
a final debate on Feb. 26 fol-
lowed by another 24-hour 
election period  that  will  dec-
ide  next  year’s student 
body president.
In the past, some students 
have been confused about 
the online voting procedures. 
To eliminate this confusion, 
Austin said students will 
receive information about 
voting procedures on the 
myTAYLOR portal, through 
an all-campus email and on 
campus flyers.
“[Taylor   Student  Out-
reach]  feels  that  most 
students find this [online] 
method of voting conve-
nient, accessible  and simple 
to use,” senior Zach Whi-
tesel, TSO vice president of 
finance, said. “Also, using 
a non-electronic  method 
leaves  more   room  for  er-
ror in  vote  tabulating and 
leaves  open  the  possibility 
of vote tampering.”
Austin said that, contrary 
to  popular  belief,  seniors 
are  allowed to vote. Stu-
dents participating in off-
campus  programs, however, 
are not because  they   will 
be   away  from  Taylor  for 
the campaigning.
“[TSO] wants people to 
vote on the candidates them-
selves and not necessarily 
on popularity,” Austin said. 
“You can’t manage [this], 
but  [it  helps]  if  people 
have   the opportunity to go 
to debates.”
According to Austin, a 
good voter turnout for a 
three-candidate campaign 
would  be 600 Taylor stu-
dents in  the  primary elec-
tion and  800  students  in the 
final election.
“There is a general apathy 
about participating in things 
like elections,” Austin said, 
“which, frankly, is sad.”
The candidate elected stu-
dent body president will face 
myriad responsibilities next 
year. The SBP must hire his or 
her cabinet, which includes 
the vice president of Student 
Activities Council, the global 
and ethnic issues represen-
tative, the vice president for 
finance,  the  chief  of  staff 
and   others,   and   serve 
on faculty and administra-
tive committees. 
The student body presi-
dent must also set the vision 
for TSO. Brent Maher, cur-
rent student body president, 
focuses on discipleship. 
“[The student body presi-
dent position] is like a glove," 
Austin said. “There’s an out-
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Tuition to rise for next academic year
Sounds to perform at annual Valentine's dinner
Students searching for a 
summer job may need to 
enlarge their desired sal-
ary amount: Taylor tuition is 
once again increasing.
Next year, students will 
be paying an additional 5.25 
percent, which is equivalent 
to  $1,464.49, of this year's 
tuition.  This will  bring  the 
yearly total to $29,360. 
“The reality is that the costs 
for running the college go up 
every year,” Ron Sutherland, 
vice president for business 
and finance, said. “You have 
two choices for not having 
a price increase: You either 
have to cut enough things 
out  of  the  budget  or  you 
raise your price to help offset 
[the increase].”
Sutherland said four 
things determine the cost of 
a college education: financial 
aid, faculty and staff wages 
and benefits, facility main-
tenance and other miscel-
laneous costs.  To maintain 
Taylor’s current condition, 
either costs must be cut in 
these areas or tuition must 
be increased. 
“It’s probably reasonable 
to expect that [a tuition in-
crease] will happen – there 
will be tuition increases for-
ever,” Sutherland said. “It’s 
the size of them that you get 
to debate at some level.”
Sutherland said, based on 
an analysis he completed 
this year, Taylor’s tuition in-
crease is average compared 
to the 13 national Chris-
tian universities. 
According to Sutherland, a 
study   was   taken   of  fac-
ulty  wages  at  other  uni-
versities and administrators 
decided Taylor faculty were 
not receiving appropriate 
compensation. 
“We have really good fac-
ulty who are doing a really 
good job,” Sutherland said. 
“We wanted to get their wag-
es back in line.”
Additionally, although 
this year’s freshman class 
was unusually large, the 
university  still has a tu-
ition deficit from losing 25 
students two years ago. 
According to Sutherland, 
Taylor is usually one year 
behind budgeting stud-
ent growth.  
“If I get more students over 
time I have the capacity to 
not see as big an increase [in 
tuition] because I can use the 
growth of students to help,” 
Sutherland said.
Another aspect of the 
higher tuition is the recent 
federal mandate to increase 
minimum wage.  The current 
minimum wage rate is $5.15 
an hour, but this will need 
to increase to $7.25 over the 
next two years. Thus, Taylor 
will have to spend more on 
student wages, probably rais-
ing them to $6.10 next year.
Additionally, rising health 
costs contributed to next 
year’s increased tuition. 
 Out of the 29 Indiana pri-
vate schools, Taylor is the 
11th most expensive, but, 
according to Sutherland, 
its tuition increases have 
been normal.
“I don’t want to say, “Oh, 
great, we’ll just charge every-
body what we can charge.’ 
That’s not our attitude,” 
Sutherland said. “Our at-
titude is we want to keep 
the price as low as we can 
but how do we also help 
our faculty stay at the right 
pay level, take care of our 
buildings and take care of 
our people?”
Some students, however, 
are not pleased with the tu-
ition increase.
“I understand the need for 
a tuition increase, because I 
think it’s important for our 
professors to be paid salaries 
along the median of other 
Christian schools,” junior 
Trevor  Kight  said. “At   the 
same time, 5.25 percent   is  a 
considerable  increase.”
Junior Dustin McLean dis-
agreed with where the ad-
ditional tuition dollars are 
going to be spent.
“While I feel it is impor-
tant our faculty is compen-
sated competitively, I would 




Hors d’oeuvres, filet mi-
gnon and singing servers 
mean one thing: It must al-
most be Valentine’s Day.
The Taylor Sounds will ro-
mantically serenade guests 
tonight and tomorrow dur-
ing their annual Valentine’s 
Day concert and banquet. 
The  event  begins  at  6 p.m. 
in the Alspaugh East ban-
quet room.
The theme for this year’s 
performance is “Heart to 
Heart.” The songs range from 
“Moon River,” from the 1961 
film “Breakfast at Tiffany’s,” 
to Broadway ballads. 
“The Valentine’s banquet 
gives the Sounds members a 
chance to ... let their individ-
ual talent shine,” senior Alex 
Frank, a fourth-year Sounds 
member, said. “I wrote an 
original piece for three men 
and am excited to get to per-
form it.”
Preparations for the per-
formance begin each fall se-
mester, when Sounds mem-
bers start thinking of trios, 
duets and solos to perform. 
After choosing a piece, each 
soloist or ensemble auditions 
before the rest of the Sounds. 
Members decide which piec-
es are most unique or best fit 
the theme of the night. 
“We really try to have a 
wide variety in regard to our 
audience,” Joann Rediger, 
Sounds director, said. “We 
really want it to be a relaxed, 
stress-free evening where 
everyone is really having a 
good time.”
This year’s performance 
has been extended from the 
usual one-night event to two 
nights, with only 16 tables 
available each evening. Each 
of the 16 Sounds members 
will wait on a table.
Parents, faculty and others 
from the community are the 
evening's annual patrons. 
“We’ve got this follow-
ing so that we hardly have 
to advertise,” Rediger said. 
“People plan on doing this 
every year.”
At $25 per ticket, most stu-
dents choose not to attend. 
“We understand about the 
cost with college students,” 
Rediger said. “It’s  pricey 
because  of  the  menu  and 
the ambience.” 
The event will begin with 
hors d’oeuvres and a few 
songs. Sounds members will 
then serve the meal, and a 
45-minute performance will 
follow. Dessert will be served 
to the  strains  of  an  aria, 
and the Sounds members 
will collectively close with a 
couple pieces. 
The menu includes gour-
met food, such as filet mi-
gnon, that is not usually 
served at Dining Commons 
banquets. The atmosphere 
is romantic and formal, with 
soft lighting. 
“What [patrons] get is 
something really special,” 
Rediger said. “It’s like eat-
ing at  an  upscale restaurant 
with the addition of a big 
music performance.”
Senior Renae Timbie, a sec-
ond-year Sounds member, 
agreed with Rediger.
“Guests can look forward 
to a night of high entertain-
ment, a delectable menu and 
a warm-hearted ambience,” 
Timbie said. “Preparing for 
this performance has been 
fun, as everything has come 
together to create a really 
enjoyable program – not just 
for the guests, but also for 
[Sounds members].”
Junior Alexis Steury and seniors Renae Timbie and Megan VanDam rehearse for their performance
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By Bree Tsuleff
Contributor
On Sunday, six Taylor men 
proved fierce competitors 
in the Tallahassee marathon 
and half marathon. Pound-
ing the pavement around 
Florida State University with 
their running shoes, Janu-
ary graduate Jake Lentscher, 
seniors Drew Hamer, Scott 
Barrett, Jonathan Chacko 
and Ryan Geertsma and ju-
nior Kyle Holloway quickly 
and successfully completed 
the marathons.
Hamer and Lentscher both 
qualified for the Boston Mar-
athon with times of 3 hours, 
4 minutes, 26.92 seconds and 
3:04:27.30, respectively, six 
minutes ahead of the final 
cut-off time for Boston Mar-
athon qualification in their 
age division.
“All we wanted was a 
chance at a qualifying time 
[for Boston] in those last few 
miles,” Lentscher said. “I 
don’t think that either of us 
thought we would do quite 
as well as we did.” 
Both men had been prac-
ticing for the Tallahas-
see marathon since the 
beginning of this school 
year, building stamina 
throughout last semester.
“All that training and work 
paid off,” Hamer said. “We 
set a goal and accomplished 
it. It is both honoring to God 
and extremely exciting.”
Hamer and Lentscher‘s 
times also placed them 10th 
and 11th, respectively, out of 
all 168 runners.
Geertsma and Barrett 
also sprinted their way 
to victory, placing fourth 
and third, respectively, 
in their age divisions.
“[Some] say that a mara-
thon is 90 percent mental,” 
Geertsma said. “I just kept 
telling myself that ‘I feel 
good’ [and] at mile 10, I was 
just warming up for an easy 
16-miler.”
Holloway and Chacko ran 
the half marathon, placing 
second in their age divisions. 
Chacko accomplished this 
feat after four days of training, 
having run only 13 total miles 
in the weeks before the race.
“I decided in early January 
[to run],” Chacko said. “I did 
a little better than I thought I 
would, but I was much more 
sore than I thought I would 
be.”
Holloway had a differ-
ent training schedule than 
Chacko.
“I tried to run four times 
per week, alternating long 
runs with short runs,” Hollo-
way said.  “I did most of my 
training working towards a 
goal of running the race at 
an eight minutes-per-mile 
pace.”
Holloway more than met 
his goal, running a 7:45-mile 
pace and crossing the finish 
line at 1:38:58.59.
Six Taylor students also 
traveled to Tallahassee last 
Thursday and Friday to 
cheer on the racers.  
"It was a sweet road trip 
[and] the runners did great!” 
senior Emily Hunt said. 
“Some of us had signs, mu-
sic, we made pyramids [and] 
yelled, not only for our run-
ners but also others we no-
ticed along the way.”
Senior Kyle Lantz also at-
tended the marathon.
“The crowd had to have as 
many as 200 people,” Lantz 
said, “[But] we stuck out as 
the loudest fans, for sure!”
Both Lentscher and Hamer 
plan on running in the Bos-
ton Marathon, which takes 
place on April 16.
With the start of second se-
mester comes this year’s sec-
ond Spiritual Renewal series, 
scheduled for Feb. 12-14, fea-
turing Ajith Fernando of Sri 
Lanka as speaker. 
“Fernando was chosen to 
speak because of his endur-
ing dedication and proven 
ability to teach God’s Word,” 
Campus Pastor Randy Gru-
endyke said.
Taylor aims to invite Spiri-
tual Renewal speakers who 
will inspire the campus com-
munity. According to Gru-
endyke, the elder Fernando 
agreed two years ago to 
speak at next week’s Spiri-
tual Renewal series. 
“Because he lives and 
works in Sri Lanka, the plan-
ning had to be done early so 
that we could become part 
of his itinerary,” Gruendyke 
said.
Fernando’s nephew, Ruk-
shan Fernando, a faculty 
member in the Taylor so-
cial work department, has 
strengthened Fernando’s 
connection to Taylor. 
“I think it is always help-
ful for the TU community to 
get perspective from some-
one who is not an Ameri-
can Christian,” the younger 
Fernando said. “Being open 
and submitting ourselves to 
preaching from … other parts 
of the world can challenge … 
our views on the American 
church and Christ.”
The elder Fernando’s cur-
rent visit to the United States 
began in December when 
he spoke at the Urbana mis-
sions convention in St. Louis. 
A seasoned Urbana speaker, 
he served this year as the 
Bible expositor for the book 
of Ephesians in the plenary 
sessions.
In Sri Lanka, Fernando has 
served as the national direc-
tor of Youth for Christ since 
1976. He manages the Youth 
Guidance and Youth for 
Christ's drug rehabilitation 
ministry.  He, along with his 
staff, also teaches ministries 
to Youth for Christ volun-
teers.
Fernando is also an author, 
having written 11 books that 
have been translated into 11 
languages. His works include 
"The Supremacy of Christ," 
"Sharing the Truth in Love: 
The Uniqueness of Christ in 
an Anything-Goes World" 
and "Jesus Driven Ministry."
He is currently completing 
a preaching commentary that 
focuses on Deuteronomy.
Additionally, Fernando 
speaks about biblical stud-
ies  at a variety of schools, 
including Trinity Evangeli-
cal Divinity School in Deer-
field, Ill., Colombo Theologi-
cal Seminary in Sri Lanka 
and other Asian-Pacific and 
North American seminaries.
Taylor students and faculty 
are invited to participate in 
the Spiritual Renewal series 
during chapel Monday and 







Taylor well-represented in Florida footrace
Literature and writ-
ing enthusiasts will gather 
Thursday for the beginning 
of Taylor University’s first 
undergraduate conference 
on literature and writing. 
This three-day convention 
includes literary workshops 
and master classes, with par-
ticipants sharing creative and 
analytical works. 
Nancy Dayton, chair of 
the English department, said 
90 students will attend the 
conference, themed “Making 
Literature.” While many of 
these students are from Tay-
lor, a number of attendees 
hail from out of state, rep-
resenting Trinity Christian 
College, Indiana Wesleyan 
University, Huntington Uni-
versity, Gordon College, In-
diana University South Bend, 
Messiah College, Malone 
College, Goshen College and 
Wittenberg University. 
“We wanted to do this 
[conference] because there re-
ally isn’t an institution in the 
Midwest that does this for un-
dergraduates,” Dayton said.
The conference, funded 
with help from the Center 
for Research and Innovation, 
will kick off a week celebrat-
ing scholarly inquiry. 
Dayton said students in-
volved in conferences like 
"Making Literature" are pro-
ducing works they can send 
to graduate schools. Over 
half of the Taylor students 
presenting papers will be 
reading their senior projects. 
Senior English major Anne 
Marie Hardy will be present-
ing an analytical paper.
“As part of the English 
Senior Capstone class this J-
term, I helped organize some 
of the scheduling details for 
the conference and am re-
sponsible for introducing a 
few of the student presenters 
for the conference," Hardy 
said. “I will get a taste of what 
it is like to present work at a 
graduate and professional-
level literature conference.”
The schedule also includes 
presentations by authors 
Sven Birkerts, who is also the 
editor of Boston University’s 
journal, AGNI; Judith Kitch-
en, author of “The House on 
Eccles Road”; and Paul Wil-
lis, author of “Bright Shoots 
of Everlastingness: Essays 
on Faith and the American 
Wild."
For more information 




Most Christians spend 
their lives looking toward 
their eternal home: heaven. 
Many, however, fail to con-
sider the effects heaven has 
on them today, so Communi-
ty Life has themed this year’s 
men and women’s confer-
ence “Heaven: This Changes 
Everything.” 
This year, the annual 
men’s and women’s con-
ferences are combined 
into one event occurring 
today through Sunday. 
“Community Life is fo-
cused on building commu-
nity at Taylor,” senior Matt 
Read, vice president of com-
munity development, said. 
“We believe that having the 
conferences together will al-
low the entire student body 
to unite for a weekend.” 
Although many sessions 
will be co-ed, some of the 
workshops  will remain sep-
arated by gender. 
This  year’s conference 
theme  stemmed from Phi-
lippians 3:20, which says 
Christians’ citizenship is in 
heaven.
“[The conference’s goal] is 
to challenge students to think 
about how knowing we are 
going to heaven can and will 
change how we live on earth 
– how we treat ourselves, 
others and how we view 
God,” junior Junice Czar-
necki, a member of women's 
cabinet, said.
Tonight’s session begins at 
7 p.m. in the Student Union. 
Carolyn Custis James, author 
of “When Life and Beliefs 
Collide,” and Kenny Grant, 
pastor of Christ’s Commu-
nity Church in Savannah, 
Ga., will engage students in 
a question-and-answer ses-
sion.
Saturday will begin with 
a joint session at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by workshops, with 
an additional session and 
more workshops after lunch. 
The conference will end 
with a combined session at 
10 a.m. Sunday. 
“[Attendees] can expect to 
be challenged to start think-
ing about eternity and how 
that influences their daily 
lives,” Read said. “They will 
be challenged to view their 
relationships, jobs, studies, 
and ministries differently – 
to view them with eternity in 
mind … instead of the daily 
grind.” 
The conference will also 
feature speakers Mike 
Houghtaling, executive di-
rector of Ray Bird Ministries, 
Jeff Goins, editor of the e-zine 
Wrecked for the Ordinary, 
Julie Duncan, who will speak 
about God’s divine planning, 
and Taylor philosophy pro-
fessor Jim Spiegel. 
Singer Adrea LaRoche will 
lead worship.
Those still interested in at-
tending the conference can 
register at the tables in the 
Dining Commons or register 
before the main sessions. The 
conference costs $3. For more 




Men and women's conference taking place this weekend
Junior Kyle Holloway smiles for the camera as he completes the Tallahassee marathon, in which he 
participated last weekend. Two of the Taylor participants will go on to run the Boston Marathon.
By Lauren Free
Contributor
Photo by Mark Barrett
Upland campus 
prepares for week 
of spiritual renewal
Variety of camps provide opportunities for students
Writing conference opens doors for undergraduates
Sophomore Elizabeth Squillante talks to a representative from SonLife Ultimate Reality Camp as a part of Camp Days. Other repre-
sentatives camped in the Dining Commons Monday and Tuesday to try to recruit Taylor students for service opportunities.
Photo by Ellen Koch
By Leslie Leak
Associate News Editor
Participants to engage in separate and joint workshops that will examine heavenly themes 
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“I believe we start with 
one [person],” junior Brit-
tany Rood, a social work 
major, said. “[We see] people 
beyond their societal labels 
and truly look at the world 
through their perspective.” 
This sentiment, shared 
by many in Rood’s major, 
expresses the value social 
workers assign to every per-
son with whom they work. 
“I chose social work be-
cause I want to work with 
people in a setting where I 
can see people change,” ju-
nior Allison Anderson said. 
“I want to give people hope 
and empower [them] to suc-
ceed in life.”
Social workers'  goal is to 
seek realistic solutions to real 
problems. 
According to Cathy Harn-
er, social work department 
chair, licensed social workers 
can find jobs in all settings; 
job options are limited only 
by the provision of govern-
mental or state funding. 
Social workers can work 
in schools, non-profit orga-
nizations, governmental and 
private agencies, retirement 
homes, hospitals and organi-
zations abroad. 
Many consider social work 
a difficult major at Taylor be-
cause of the large number 
of credits – around 70 major 
hours – required to graduate. 
But the major also chal-
lenges students by shaping 
beliefs about the roles of gov-
ernment and the church and 
about the necessity of con-
fronting personal prejudices. 
“As social workers, we 
learn how to accept and re-
spect people for who they are 
despite our own prejudices,” 
Anderson said. “I have found 
learning how to accept oth-
ers to be most beneficial be-
cause it has allowed me to 
evaluate my own prejudices 
and rethink my perception
of others.”
Social workers value re-
spect for the inherent worth 
and dignity of the individual 
and client self-determination 
above all else. 
With these as a basis, social 
workers care for and sup-
port individuals, even when 
these individuals make deci-
sions that violate the social 
worker’s beliefs. Accord-
ing to Harner, maintain-
ing supportive relationships 
during these challenges is 
what matters. 
For Christian social work-
ers, this means demonstrat-
ing God’s love to everyone 
they meet.
“I think that Jesus, in his 
own way, was a social work-
er,” Harner said. “If we look 
at the ways that he interact-
ed with people, both those 
who knew him … and those 
[who] didn’t, that’s our finest 
example of what social work 
is about.”
In a field that embodies so 
many Christian principles, 
many assume Christians 
dominate the field. This, 
however, is not the case. 
According to Harner, many 
Christians dismiss social 
workers’ efforts because of 
the liberal stances the major-
ity of social workers take on 
political issues. Despite this, 
Harner said there are still 
many in the church who sup-
port social workers' efforts 
to develop good laws in or-
der to improve the standard 
of life for underprivileged
people groups. 
“The more outspoken 
we [social workers] are, the 
more we realize that [there 
are] more people who be-
lieve very similarly to what 
we believe,” Harner said.
Students interested in 
learning more about the so-
cial work department should 
contact Cathy Harner or take 
the introductory class, Explo-
rations in Social Work. 
This article is the first in a 
series that will highlight some 
of the academic departments on 
campus and the chief goals for 
students in these departments. 
To recommend your department 
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Social work Professor Rukshan Fernando teaches the Explorations in Social Work class, in which he gives an overview of the dif-
ferent speciality areas of social work and addresses issues in the discipline. All social work majors are required to take the class.
Who needs a 
Second Life?
Many people wish for 
a dream job, a gorgeous 
mansion and the perfect 
family. While these hopes 
are not always realis-
tic, they are now possible 
through virtual reality. Wel-
come to SecondLife.com.
Second Life, a virtual 
world created in 2003 and 
maintained by more than 
3 million members, allows 
users to create an avatar – a 
virtual self – that represents 
them in the virtual world. 
Each member controls its 
own avatar, which can do 
anything its human counter-
part can do in the real world. 
Second Life has stores, bars, 
office buildings, anime cities 
and medieval role-playing 
areas, and an avatar can visit 
them all.
Second Life also comes 
complete with an economy. 
A member can buy and con-
struct buildings on virtual 
land. Land and goods are 
traded using the Linden dol-
lar, an invented, virtual cur-
rency that, according to Sec-
ondlife.com, has an actual 
exchange rate with the U.S. 
dollar of $1 Linden to $273 
United States. 
This virtual reality, howev-
er, has raised some questions 
about what it means to be 
human in the technological 
age. Taylor communications 
professor Kathy Bruner said 
she sees the need for caution 
in the virtual world, since 
Second Life has no real-life 
repercussions for bad deci-
sions or indiscretion. 
“For some people, it’s a 
license for experimentation 
and bad virtual behavior,” 
Bruner said. “Avatars don’t 
play by the codes of morality 
and law that we have . . . in 
the real world.”
Not all members, however, 
are using Second Life as an 
alternate existence. Many 
people visit the world to 
conduct business or to meet 
people and put a face to an 
Internet persona. 
Others view Second Life as 
a viable, alternate form of en-
tertainment similar to gam-
ing or television. Sophomore 
J.D. Courtney, a fan of Second 
Life, said Second Life enables 
employers to train new em-
ployees easily online.
Despite clear advantages, 
some drawbacks do ex-
ist. Second Life members 
could potentially forfeit their 
“first life.”
“This could be the downfall 
of our culture as we know it 
if we let it take control of our 
lives,” Courtney said. “Tech-
nology is a tool [to be] used 
to better mankind, but when 
does the tool become a form 
of laziness?”
Despite some negative 
opinions about Second Life, 
David Kirkpatrick of FOR-
TUNE magazine and many 
others are hailing Second 
Life as an Internet revolution, 
calling it the “3-D Internet,” 
and many business analysts 
are projecting 3-D Internet 
to transform the Internet the 
way the Web did.  
“If the Web offered people 
the liberation of communi-
cating with almost anyone, 
Second Life gives you the 
chance to meet people in 
wildly varying contexts,” 
Kirkpatrick said in the article 
entitled “Second Life:  It’s not 
a game.” “The immersive 3-D 
environment that Second Life 
is pioneering could shape the 
way we interact online.” 
By Lauren Hartshorn
Features Editor
"I have found learn-
ing how to accept 
others to be most 
beneficial because 
it has allowed me 




- Allison Anderson -
Unveiling Departmental Details
Focusing on: social work
It is a historic time for 
the United States – nay, the 
world. After years of delays 
and restructuring within the 
company, Microsoft finally 
made their new Windows 
operating system available 
to the public Jan. 30.
With Windows Vista, the 
successor to the ever-popu-
lar Windows XP, Microsoft 
promises the best user expe-
rience on a computer thus 
far. While it's true Vista has 
more improvements and full-
er features than XP, it doesn't 
break much new ground.
Vista may disappoint those 
who wish to compare it 
to Windows XP. Certainly, 
Microsoft’s first new desktop 
operating system in over five 
years has many new bells 
and whistles – just not as 
many as expected from the 
long development time.
Thanks to Windows XP, 
most people who use com-
puters know about spy-
ware, and XP had room for 
improvement in this area. 
Programmers rebuilt the 
code in Windows Vista to 
be incredibly secure, and 
preliminary reports indi-
cate marked improvements. 
Nevertheless, the new oper-
ating system hasn’t eliminat-
ed the need for antivirus and 
antispyware software.
Another marked improve-
ment in Vista is its new 3-D 
graphics interface, nick-
named Aero Glass. A higher 
emphasis on visuals allows 
for many unique features. 
Instead of a still picture, a 
video can now serve as a 
desktop background. 
Vista also has a function 
that tilts the open windows 
and sifts through them in 
3-D, as well as a mapping 
program that allows users to 
zoom in on major cities and 
glide through them in 3-D. 
An additional aspect of 
Vista is the new search fea-
ture. XP’s search feature can 
sometimes take five or 10 
minutes to find files. Vista 
has a new search-as-you-
type function built into the 
Start menu that finds files 
as users are typing the file 
name. It doesn't just search 
through file names, though; 
it also searches within the 
files, including Word docu-
ments and e-mails.
Vista also sports a new 
transparent panel on the 
desktop, where a user can 
place objects called Gadgets. 
A Gadget is a small appli-
cation designed for a spe-
cific purpose, like displaying 
the weather or stock results. 
Gadgets are useful little 
tools, and users can rear-
range them so they don’t 
clutter the desktop.
Further features include a 
new calendar application, 
improved support for video 
games, the ability to play 
some games against Xbox 360 
users and a new Windows 
DVD Maker, which makes 
it easy to create DVDs from 
personal footage. 
This list seems to give a 
decent amount of reasons 
for a Windows XP user to 
upgrade to Vista, but users 
should consider two things 
before purchasing Vista.
First, consider Microsoft’s 
track record. Windows XP 
is a solid and decently reli-
able operating system right 
now, but it took a little while 
to get there. Immediately 
after it was released, XP had 
plenty of glitches, and was 
rather vulnerable to viruses 
and spyware. After a series 
of updates, including Service 
Packs 1 and 2, it became 
much more stable. 
Also, consider that most 
of Vista’s new features 
(including the search feature, 
desktop gadgets and DVD 
maker) are already present 
in Apple’s operating system, 
Mac OS X. OS X is also much 
more secure and stable. 
Granted, OS X requires 
users to purchase a Macintosh 
computer. On the other hand, 
many older XP machines will 
have trouble handling the 
demands of Vista, and PC 
users may have to upgrade 
their computer before buy-
ing Vista. 
Basically, users should 
know what they’re purchas-
ing before buying Vista. 
Most people are better off 
either waiting a few months 
or simply buying a Mac 
instead. OS X has been out 
for around five years now 
and has more than estab-
lished itself as reliable. 
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“Smokin’ Aces,” the latest 
film from director Joe Carna-
han (“Narc”), might as well 
be a 90-minute movie trailer. 
Without ever penetrating 
its brilliant cinematography, 
it sets itself up for failure; the 
elaborate visuals hint at deep 
subject matter that never 
shows. This makes the movie 
unnecessary, but beyond that, 
it’s just utterly forgettable and 
surprisingly boring.
“Smokin’ Aces” has a rather 
straightforward plotline. It’s 
about a Las Vegas performer 
named Buddy Israel (Jeremy 
Piven) who agrees to testify 
against the mob. Catching 
wind of this, mob boss Primo 
Sparazza takes out a million-
dollar contract for Israel’s life, 
attracting a hodgepodge of 
ruthless professional hit men.
It’s the basic action/crime 
drama storyline. The real 
“creativity” appears in the 
movie’s variety of bizarre as-
sassins. Char-
acters like a 




and a pair of 
black feminists 
add a spark of 
interest to the 
film. Almost 
every charac-
ter is written with a couple of 
wacky traits that make him or 
her unique and memorable.
The problem is the audience 
really has no reason to care; 
no believable character an-
chors these crazy characters. 
The film’s high-octane ac-
tion rarely lets up. When the 
movie tries to be serious and 
emotional, it only appears ri-
diculous; it seems wrong to 
sympathize with its morally 
bankrupt caricatures. 
In theory, 
“ S m o k i n ’ 
Aces” has a 





are all in their 
element, and 
musicians Ali-
cia Keys and 
Common prove they can act. 
Still, the movie suffers from 
the ensemble-cast mentality. 
The cast has too many char-
acters, most of whom get 10 
minutes or less onscreen – and 
10 minutes isn’t enough time 
to invest in any character. No, 
ladies, not even if that charac-
ter is played by Ben Affleck.
Plus, the quirkiness of each 
character wears off once it 
becomes obvious “Smokin’ 
Aces” is little more than a 
disjointed “Snatch” copycat. 
The film is clearly trying to 
worm its way into cult status, 
borrowing its stylized action 
from movies like “Boondock 
Saints” and “Reservoir Dogs.” 
Trying to become a cult movie 
is like trying to join an apathy 
club: It just won’t work unless 
the candidate doesn’t care ei-
ther way.
A weak premise, one-di-
mensional characters and a 
lack of depth make “Smokin’ 
Aces” blend in with the rest of 
this year’s failures and disap-
pointments. The film doesn’t 
add up to anything but an 
excuse for over-the-top action 
and unnecessary violence.
(Movie Rating: 4 out of 10)
By Josh Porter
A&E Editor
'Aces' gets lost in the smoke
Photo courtesy of rottentomatoes.com
Jeremy Piven plays a Las Vegas magician and cocaine addict in "Smokin' Aces."  Piven recently won a Golden Globe award for Best Sup-
porting Actor in a Comedy Series.  
New Windows operating system on the horizon
Jeanne Dennis and Sheila 
Seifert bring history to life in 
“Marta’s Promise.” 
This books tells the story of 
Marta Ebel, a young German 
woman who finds herself 
on a ship to Russia, marry-
ing a complete stranger and 
caring for 5-year-old Hans 
Binz, while being completely 
unaware of the adventurous 
journey in her future. 
As a German Protestant 
Reformer in 1766, Marta 
tries to escape the religious 
wars between the Reformers 
and Catholic Papists in her 
homeland by immigrating 
illegally to Russia, which 
promises free land and few 
restrictions. She meets Carl 
Mueller, a handsome and 
mysterious man, who helps 
her and Hans throughout 
their passage to Russia by 
















p e n d e n t l y 
come to dis-
cover the hope 
and love found through faith 
and the freedom that comes 
with it, eventually deepen-
ing their relationship with 
one another.
The characters in this novel 
are well-developed and 
multi-dimensional. Dennis 
and Seifert portray Carl and 
Marta’s conflicting inner 
emotions and thoughts well, 
making them realistic people 
to whom readers can relate. 
At first, the novel may 
seem difficult to follow; 
though written in English, 
some German words appear 
sporadically in character dia-
logue. A glossary at the back 
of the book defining many of 
these foreign words, but flip-
ping back and forth between 
pages is somewhat disrupt-
ing to the story. 
Since the novel is set in 
the 1700s, the dialogue is 
written in an older English 
style. The resulting formal-
ity makes the dialogue seem 
somewhat unrealistic, espe-
cially when Hans, a 5-year-
old, also speaks this way. 
But formal language does 
not seem completely out of 
place in this novel because 
of its historical setting. Still, 
usage of this language is 
sometimes inconsistent. 
For example, Hans says, 
“I cannot. It is too hard.” 
Here he does not speak in 
contractions, continuing the 
formal tone. In contrast, later 
in the novel Carl says, “No, I 
won’t. I can’t.” 
Contract ions 
are used here, 
now changing 
the language to 







which is mostly 
driven by the 
intrigue of Carl 
and his secrets. 
" M a r t a ’ s 
Promise" gives the reader a 
glimpse of what life was like 
for German immigrants dur-
ing the relocation to Russia in 
the 1700s. This story is quite 
a bit more than just histori-
cal fiction; it reveals the joy 
that comes from overcom-
ing challenges that everyone 
faces. The story intrigues, 
bringing a message of hope 
and faith that will keep read-





of each character 
wears off once it 
becomes obvious 
"Smokin' Aces" is 
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By Josh Porter
A&E Editor
Microsoft CEO Bill Gates demonstrates some new features in Windows Vista Business Edition. Microsoft offers four basic versions of Vista: 
Home Basic ($199), Home Premium ($239), Business ($299) and Ultimate ($399).
Photos courtesy of microsoft.com
A handful of students 
expressed their sentiments 
toward the Black History 
Month debate in response to 
a question I posed. 
Certain questions, of 
course, must be asked care-
fully, like those involving 
controversy, because it is 
possible, in the very asking 
of the question, to affect not 
only the nature of the hear-
ing of the question but also 
the response to it.
With that in mind, I asked 
the following question: Do 
you believe Black History 
Month's observance still 
serves a vital purpose or hin-
ders its original aim? 
 
 According to these students, 
the principal issue does 
not concern the question of 
observance but rather the 
question of awareness. The 
question posed and the con-
tention therein are only of 
secondary importance if the 
problem of awareness re-
mains unsolved.
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It is easy to find oneself 
adopting a perverted out-
look on service. In fact, this 
tends to be the case concern-
ing most disciplines. Fallen 
humanity has an uncanny 
ability to corrupt. 
We tend, as humans, to fo-
cus solely on the outcomes. If 
I may use the mathematical 
illustration, we focus on the 
product rather than the fac-
tors, the fruits rather than the 
tree. Amongst other things, 
I find this far too often to be 
the case concerning service.
In this article, I will ulti-
mately be making a distinc-
tion between the “spirit” (the 
tree) of service and the “con-
sequences” (the fruit) of ser-
vice. I will note that both are 
highly significant and neither 
should be overlooked. 
I place emphasis on the 
spirit of service mainly be-
cause it functions as our 
foundation. With this article, 
I aim to emphasize the im-
portance of rooting our ser-
vice in spirit, rather than ac-
tion and consequence. 
Christians, particularly 
evangelicals, have a tremen-
dous desire for service and 
ministry. This is certainly 
praiseworthy. My concern 
is this: God and his king-
dom may quite often be our 
“end” when we volunteer for 
various ministries, but our 
“means” are delegated to the 
multitude of mantras that ac-
company the Christian con-
ception of service. In reality, 
God must be both our end 
and means. 
Let me explain. Alleviat-
ing suffering is important, 
but it must not be our pri-
mary focus. We more easily 
condemn death by disease 
than death by accident, yet 
both lead to the same result. 
God uses suffering regard-
less of its nature in precisely 
the same manner. 
The individual who aims 
to rid the world of poverty is 
like the disciple who aimed 
to defend Christ as his cap-
tors came to arrest him. We 
can just as easily get in the 
way of God by fighting for 
what is right and just as we 
can by doing the opposite.
How do we avoid the mis-
take of offending God by do-
ing what is considered good? 
The answer, as I see it, is we 
must be spirit-focused — that 
is, we must be rooted in him, 
not in the consequences we 
associate with him. 
As Thomas Merton, a 
20th-century America monk, 
wrote, “There is a difference 
between loving men in God 
and loving God in men.” Any 
other approach is an attempt 
to grow fruit without plant-
ing any seeds. Without the 
tree, there is no fruit. It is like 
the individual who strives 
for knowledge but despises 
learning.
One significant benefit of 
the spirit-oriented servant is 
the lack of dependency on 
consequence. This spirit-ori-
ented servant finds joy in the 
single act of being spiritually 
minded. His pleasure is in 
the tree and that to which it 
is rooted, regardless of what 
fruit it produces. 
Those consistently fo-
cused on the consequences of 
service limit their joy in the 
future, in what Merton refers 
to as “milestones.” Essen-
tially, this individual finds 
peace only when this or that 
is achieved. It was because 
St. Paul and Silas were root-
ed in the spirit of service that 
they were capable of singing 
hymns after an unjust lashing 
and imprisonment, just as a 
deeply rooted tree can stand 
firm regardless of whatever 
weather assaults it. 
If your motivation for ser-
vice is anything beyond God 
himself, you will crumble 
when he confronts you with 
persecution or opposition. 
And I am wholeheartedly 
confident that he will. 
As Merton put it, “Action 
is the stream, and contempla-
tion is the spring.” All action 
flows from the spirit of con-
templation, a heart centered 
on a love for him. 
The consequences may 
not always be favorable, the 
stream may dry up, but our 
spring comes from a source 
man cannot touch. Center 
your spirit on a love for him, 
not on serving the goods you 
associate with him. If you do 
the latter, you will be like Pe-
ter, who aimed to kill Christ’s 
captors, when Christ himself 
desired to be arrested. 
By Zan BoZZo
Columnist
The spiritual discipline of service
Students' thoughts on Black History Month observance 
The English writer and 
critic Samuel Johnson said, 
“Politeness is one of those 
advantages which we never 
estimate rightly but by the 
inconvenience of its loss.” 
I suppose this is another 
way of saying we do not 
know what we have until it 
is gone, or another way of 
demonstrating our repeat-
edly obstinate refusal to ac-
knowledge the importance 
of a thing (in this case, being 
polite) until the effects it has 
go missing. 
The disposition not to re-
alize the value of something 
until we no longer possess 
that something is a subtle, 
pathological infection. And 
in its silence, the disease will 
corrupt us internally until we 
are attended by the smell of a 
familiar apathy toward what 
is important and worth keep-
ing around, a casual tolerance 
of the festering sensibilities 
inside us that we fancy call-
ing our "body of morals."  
Unfortunately, the mani-
festations of politeness are 
not usually as conspicuous as 
are the lack of them. I think 
we generally are more upset 
by a door closing in our faces 
than we are grateful when 
someone holds a door for us. 
We are quite swift in rel-
egating the practice of being 
polite to dark and forgotten 
corners, and we are even 
swifter in shining a million-
watt light bulb in that corner 
when we are directly affected 
by its malpractice or the com-
plete lack of its practice. 
Politeness, then, only be-
comes important when it is 
nowhere in sight. And that, 
to me, is a morbid thought. 
One specific instance of 
malpractice — one I find par-
ticularly abrasive and viru-
lent — is the interruption of 
someone while he or she is 
speaking. I believe this may 
be a symptom of something 
more sinister than what the 
seemingly minor infraction 
suggests on the surface.   
When one is speaking (let 
us call her Bethany), I think 
it is reasonable to assume 
that whatever matter about 
which Bethany happens to be 
speaking is, to some degree, 
important to her. So, when 
Joshua interrupts Bethany, he 
at once implicitly expresses 
his belief that his words are 
more important and explic-
itly demonstrates an unrec-
ognized inconsiderateness. 
By his interruption, he is self-
ishly placing his own agenda 
in a superior position relative 
to Bethany’s, disregarding 
her and whatever esteem in 
which she holds her agenda. 
In different words, Josh-
ua is acting arrogantly and 
thoughtlessly, exhibiting a 
tasteless and unbridled form 
of indiscretion.  
Perhaps one might argue 
I am being far too critical and 
I am blowing a rather small 
and innocuous issue out of 
proportion. 
While this is certainly 
possible, I do not believe I 
am any guiltier (for exam-
ple) than is a surgeon who, 
while surgically correcting 
a patient’s carpal tunnel, 
proceeds as carefully as he 
or she would proceed while 
surgically removing a tumor 
from a patient’s brainstem. 
What is at stake when 
correcting the former is not 
nearly as vital as what is at 
stake when correcting the 
latter, but what is the harm 
in being as equally careful in 
both cases?  
I am curious how often, 
when listening to someone 
talk, our attention is lost 
while fumbling over our 
own thoughts, while focus-
ing only on what we scheme 
to say as soon as the other 
person stops talking. I imag-
ine these occasions are much 
too frequent, and I am led 
to believe our self-serving 




The importance of being (earnestly) polite
Some maintain Black His-
tory Month should no longer 
exist because they perceive 
it to be a hindrance. Others 
disagree, maintaining the 
observance still possesses es-
sential value. Feb. 1 catalyzes 
the friction of this debate ev-
ery year. 
Carter G. Woodson is 
responsible for the annual 
celebration of Black History 
Month every February in the 
U.S. and every October in the 
U.K. Educated at Berea Col-
lege in Kentucky, the Univer-
sity of Chicago and Harvard 
University, Woodson was a 
black historian and author 
who lived from 1875 to 1950. 
As director of the Asso-
ciation for the Study of Ne-
gro Life and History, in 1926 
he chose a week in February 
to celebrate the birthdays 
of Frederick Douglass and 
Abraham Lincoln, calling it 
“Negro History Week.” 
Fifty years later, the Asso-
ciation for the Study of Afro-
American Life and History 
augmented this weeklong 
celebration and established 
what we now know as Black 
History Month. 
As mentioned, dissenters 
hold the celebration of Black 
History Month should be 
discontinued. Many of them 
feel the month’s celebration 
has become shallow, no lon-
ger imbued with meaning, 
but instead with a diluted 
remembrance that only acts 
as a detriment to the celebra-
tion’s original intent. 
One such dissenter is ac-
tor Morgan Freeman. 
“You’re going to relegate 
my history to a month?” he 
said two years ago in a CBS 
“60 Minutes” interview. 
“I don’t want a black his-
tory month. Black history is 
American history.” 
David Dent, New York 
University journalism pro-
fessor and author of “In 
Search of Black America,” 
agrees with Freeman. 
“Black history is intrin-
sically American, so much 
broader than just one month. 
On one level, Black History 
Month does separate our his-
tory from the mainstream, 
and that shouldn’t be,” he 
said. “It has become a tradi-
tion … but we have to seri-
ously consider the question, 
‘Is it time to move on?’”
Others, of course, do not 
agree with these dissenters 
and fervently believe that 
the Black History Month 
celebration should continue. 
These individuals support 
the celebration’s continuance 
because they think it still 
serves an important histori-
cal purpose and commemo-
rates the robust history of 
black Americans.
Howard Dodson, direc-
tor of the Schomberg Center 
for Research in Black Cul-
ture at the New York Public 
Library, endorses Black His-
tory Month observance. 
“The notion that it’s out-
lived its usefulness betrays 
some ignorance of what 
its purpose was in the first 
place,” he said. “I find it in-
teresting that no one suggests 
we stop studying white his-
tory on a year-round basis.”
Kimberly Pollock, chair 
of the ethnic and cultural 
studies department at Bel-
levue Community Col-
lege, located outside Se-
attle, concurs with Dodson. 
“Sometimes what’s miss-
ing does as much damage as 
what’s misconstrued,” she 
said.
 The comments of Mel Wat-
kins, author of “On the Real 
Side,” a perusal of black com-
edy, accord with Pollock's. 
“You go to a bookstore 
[in February] and you’ll see 
black books in the window 
other than those chosen by 
Oprah,” he said. “That’s one 
positive result of Black His-
tory Month.”
I believe both sides of the 
argument make worthwhile 
points, points that should be 
critically considered. 
One of the potential ob-
stacles the observance of 
Black History Month faces is 
how it (obviously) highlights 
black Americans and black 
American history, which 
seems to incidentally set 
black Americans and black 
American history apart from 
other ethnic groups and the 
respective histories of those 
groups, such as Caucasians. 
The celebration raises ques-
tions of how much separation 
is appropriate and healthy, of 
how much attention can be 
called for and received with-
out also receiving disadvan-
tageous attention. 
Then again, this brand of 
distinction is precisely what 
proponents of Black History 
Month may desire, thereby 
making the supposed obsta-
cle a significant benefit.
A problem with some of 
the dissenters’ arguments is 
the arguments presuppose 
people gravitate favorably 
toward black American his-
tory during February and 
generally neglect or forget 
about it during the other 11 
months. Dissenters must first 
demonstrate the truth of this 
assumption before many of 
their arguments in this vein 
can achieve their bite. 
A problem with some of 
the endorsers’ arguments is 
the arguments may, as sug-
gested above, attract the 
type of attention injurious to 
the purpose of Black History 
Month celebration. 
This flaw is similar to the 
difficulty inherent in Tay-
lor’s former Body Awareness 
Week (now called “Eating 
Disorder Awareness Week”). 
Such a week might indeed 
yield some tremendous ben-
efit, but how conscious does 
it make students of their 
bodies? Or more to the point: 
How self-conscious does it 
make them? 
Some impediments must 
be overcome when drawing 
the attention of everyone be-
cause not all forms of atten-
tion are desirable.
Has Black History Month 
already served its purpose 
and successfully run its 
course, causing any and all 
subsequent observances to 
be self-defeating? Or is the 
significance of Black History 
Month still vital enough to 
be annually celebrated and 
propagated? 
Is it quite alive and well 
or very dead and decaying?
The Black History Month debate
By Marc Belcastro
opinions Editor
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               Marcia Ghali - Senior
”While I see the potential negatives 
of Black History month, I think it is 
a necessary acknowledgement of the 
pain caused by the color line in our 
country. Although the method is not 
perfect, it is an appropriate motion 
in the right direction.”
            Rachael Cusack - Senior
”I'm skeptical of it because I've never 
learned an historical fact from Black 
History Month.”
               Phil Burnier - Junior
”Those . . . aware of the necessity 
and benefits of Black History month 
are most likely not going to be the 
ones who will benefit most from it. 
It is the people who are ignorant of 
the issues/benefits who could prob-
ably profit from it the most.”
            Megan O'Brien - Senior
”It could be very effective, but it 
depends on how it's used because 
some people just don't care.”
Despite last weekend’s 
frigid weather, Taylor’s in-
door track invitational Satur-
day provided plenty of heat. 
Four Trojans qualified 
for the NAIA Indoor Track 
& Field National Champi-
onships at the invitational, 
which included competition 
from schools including Indi-
ana Wesleyan, Bethel, Grace 
and Goshen.
“I was pretty pleased with 
what we saw,” track coach 
Ted Bowers said, calling the 
first meet of the year a base-
line measurement of the 
team’s performance. “We re-
ally competed hard.”
Taylor senior Mitch Jones 
placed second in the pole 
vault and qualified for the 
national meet with a height 
of 15-6.  
In the men’s 55-meter dash, 
sophomore Ian Brown took 
second and senior Lamont 
Laing took third, finishing 
with national qualifying 
times of 6 minutes, 52 sec-
onds and 6:53, respectively. 
Brown also competed in 
the 200, placing second with 
a 22:88.
Lady Trojans senior Lolly 
York qualified for the nation-
al meet in the 3,000-yard run. 
York led the pack early on, 
running with only one close 
competitor for the major-
ity of the event. York pulled 
ahead near the end, though, 
and ran alone for the rest of 
the race. 
York’s first-place time of 
10:22.65 in the 3,000 was al-
most 32 seconds ahead of 
her second-place competitor 
from Cornerstone.
“I am very excited about 
qualifying for indoor nation-
als,” York said. 
“It will be a 
great chance 
for us to repre-
sent TU in such 
a competitive 
environment.”
F r e s h m a n 
Hilary Pederson placed sev-
enth behind York in the 3,000 
with a 11:22, two seconds 
short of qualifying for the 
national meet. 
“I missed qualifying for 
nationals by two seconds, 
but I’ll get other chances,” 
Pederson said. 
Although she was nervous 
before the race, Pederson 
said she had a good start for 
her first time competing in 
the 3,000. 
Freshman Alyssa Johnson 
placed ninth in the one-mile 
race with a time of 5:47. She 
said she was pleased with 
her time, having set a goal of 
a time in the low 5:40s.
Other top finishers includ-
ed freshmen Andrea Elsman 
and Tabitha Bogue, sopho-
more Brianna Nystrom and 
junior Vanessa Fereshet-
ian. Elsman placed third 
in the triple 
jump with a 
mark of 32-5, 
while Bogue 
placed fourth 
in the 1,000 
with a time of 
3:19.97. 
Nystrom’s mark of 4-11 
earned fifth in the high jump, 
and Fereshetian took sixth in 
the 600 with a 1:45.70.
Taylor placed second and 
fourth in the men’s 4 x 400 re-
lay. Freshman David Brooks, 
senior Randal Dunbar and 
sophomores J.P. Robles and 
Andy Marston’s time of 
3:32.96 was three seconds 
away from first place. 
“I was really excited to 
see that our team placed sec-
ond,” Robles said. “Know-
ing that we finished ahead of 
other conference schools is a 
real confidence booster this 
early in the season.”
Marston agreed with Ro-
bles about the team's results.
“Our goal was not to win 
[but] to run a good race,” 
Marston said. “[It’s] good 
to see what everyone has at 
the beginning of the season, 
[and] to have a different 
combination of runners.” 
Marston also finished third 
in the men's 600-meter run, 
finishing with a 1:24.
In addition, freshman An-
drew Budd placed fourth in 
the mile run with a 4:40.92. 
Freshman Jason Crist 
placed second in the high 
jump with a mark of 6-2 and 
finished fourth in both the 
triple jump (40-4) and 55-me-
ter hurdles (8:45).
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L, 78-71 St. Francis
Upcoming games: 
Saturday
at Goshen 1 p.m.
Wednesday
Spring Arbor 7 p.m.
Track





Anderson Invitational 5 p.m.
Daniel Cox and Chad 
Reynolds’ shooting display 
on Saturday wasn’t enough 
to help the Trojans get a win 
over No. 14 (NAIA Division 
II) St. Francis. 
Cox scored 24 points on 
5-of-9 3-point shooting and 
Reynolds added 18 points 
while shooting 3-of-3 from 
long range, but the host Cou-
gars (20-8, 11-3 Mid-Central 
Conference) used their own 
hot shooting to propel them 
to a 79-68 victory.
St. Francis shot over 62 
percent from the field for the 
game, and Cougars guard 
Trey Eaton, who led the Cou-
gars with 20 points, was 6-of 
-11 from 3-point range. 
St. Francis forward Mike 
Campbell had a double-
double with 20 points and 10 
rebounds and caused prob-
lems for Taylor down low.
“We got tired,” Taylor 
coach Paul Patterson said. 
“St. Francis is good offen-
sively and they always play 
hard defensively.” 
The Trojans (13-14, 5-8) 
weathered the Cougards ini-
tial offensive barrage and led 
by six points late in the first 
half before St. Francis went 
on a run to take a 35-28 lead 
into halftime. 
In the second half, howev-
er, Taylor couldn’t get closer 
than five points as St. Francis 
pulled away. 
“Anytime we’d get a big 
score, [St. Francis] would 
match it,” Patterson said. 
“We couldn’t get scores and 
stops consecutively.” 
Drew Kring had a team-
high seven assists for the Tro-
jans and center Jeff Bohnhoff 
contributed 10 points.
Taylor hosts Goshen at 3 
p.m. Saturday.
Students at the game can 
enter a competition to win 
free books by hitting a 3-
point shot. All proceeds 




Sophomore Ian Brown runs for the Trojans track team during 
Saturday's Taylor Invitational. Brown finished second in the 
men's 55 meter dash, qualifying for the national meet. 
Photo by Timmy Huynh
Trojans fall to Cougars
 “It does not matter wheth-
er you win or lose – what 
matters is how you play 
the game.” The Lady Trojan 
basketball team may agree 
with this sentiment after 
Saturday’s 78-71 loss to No. 4 
(NAIA Division II) St. Fran-
cis Saturday, despite a strong 
Lady Trojan performance.
The game was very physi-
cal from the start as Taylor 
(18-9, 8-5 Mid-Central Con-
ference) attempted to break 
through the full-court defen-
sive pressure presented by 
St. Francis (22-5, 11-2). 
Despite the press, the Lady 
Trojans stayed on top of their 
game both offensively and 
defensively in the first half. 
The team shot over 44 per-
cent from 3-point range and 
42 percent overall. 
Taylor exploited St. Fran-
cis’ zone defense both inside 
and outside, while holding 
the Lady Cougars to 29 per-
cent shooting in the first half, 
resulting in a 32-23 Taylor 
lead at halftime .
The second half, however, 
was a different story. The 
Lady Cougars went on an 
early 12-4 run that put them 
in the lead, and St. Francis 
shot a scorching 65 percent 
for the half. 
Taylor received strong 
performances from senior 
guard Amber Bond, who 
led the team with 16 points, 
and freshman center Alison 
Sweeney, who had a team-
high 10 rebounds. Despite 
the Lady Trojans’ efforts, 
they could not counter the 
strong St. Francis attack.
“In the second half, things 
just weren’t going our way,” 
sophomore guard Nikki 
Kassebaum said. “Coming 
out of halftime, we went into 
a slump on the offensive end. 
Our intensity on defense just 
wasn’t there like it was in the 
first half.” 
A furious attempt at a 
comeback brought the Lady 
Trojans within four points 
late in the game, but Taylor’s 
deficit was too much for the 
team to make up. 
“We were trying to put 
some ball pressure on [St. 
Francis] and get some stops,” 
Krause said. “If we couldn’t 
get the traps, we had to get 
the clock stopped. In the end, 
we just ran out of time.”
Despite the loss, Taylor’s 
players felt encouraged to 
have maintained a first-half 
lead over one of the top 
teams in the country. 
“We knew it was going 
to be a tough game,” senior 
guard Jenny Dawes said. “It 
was a very physical game on 
both ends of the floor, but we 
were able to play great de-
fense in the first half.”
Krause was pleased with 
her team’s firsthalf perfor-
mance and called it one of 
the best of the season. 
“Probably the biggest chal-
lenge was that we knew [St. 
Francis] had a strong inside 
game and complimentary 
shooters outside,” she said. 
“We couldn’t just focus on 
one area, so we were trying 
to get a balance.”
The loss to St. Francis add-
ed another tough defeat to 
a conference schedule that 
has included No. 1 Indiana 
Wesleyan and No. 3 Bethel. 
Taylor has only lost MCC 
games to these three teams.
Krause was able to take a 
positive outlook on the diffi-
cult schedule. 
“It’s tough when you’ve 
got numbers one, three and 
four in the nation in your 
conference, but our team’s 
been up for it,” Krause said. 
“I’m hoping that when tour-
nament time comes we’ll be 
prepared from having played 
all these tough games.”
Taylor's next game is 1 
p.m. Saturday at Goshen.
By AnnA dAniels 
Staff writEr
No. 4 St. Francis outlasts Lady Trojans 79-68
"Knowing that we 
finished ahead of 
other conference 





It’s been a year of firsts in 
the sports world. 
The University of Florida 
is the first school ever to be 
national champions in foot-
ball and basketball at the 
same time. The Colts won 
the Super Bowl for the first 
time in franchise history in 
Indianapolis. And if I had the 
TV network Versus, I’m sure 
I would have seen something 
amazing happen for the first 
time in the NHL. 
But one sports oddity that 
truly amazes me is that, be-
fore this week, no Indiana 
college had found itself 
ranked in the men’s basket-
ball NCAA Division I top 10 
(AP) for over four years. 
Butler earned a No. 10 
ranking this week, ending the 
four-year ranking drought 
within the state which pro-
duced the slogan, “In 49 oth-
er states it’s just basketball, 
but this is Indiana.” 
The last top-10 ranking 
for an Indiana college came 
when Indiana University, 
under then-head coach Mike 
Davis, was ranked No. 6 on 
Dec. 19, 2002. 
What happened? Well, oth-
er than its run to the NCAA 
championship game in 2002, 
IU struggled after the depar-
ture of Bob Knight. Purdue, 
which hasn't been consistent-
ly good since 2000, also lost a 
legendary coach when Gene 
Keady retired after the 2004-
2005 season. Notre Dame, 
led by guard Chris Thomas, 
seemed to be on the cusp of 
greatness several years ago, 
but the Fighting Irish never 
broke through to the level of 
a top-tier team.
All three of those teams 
have improved this year and 
both Notre Dame and IU 
have had stints in the Top 
25, but the best team in the 
state comes from an unlikely 
source: Butler. The Bulldogs 
from Indianapolis have a 
number of impressive wins 
on their resume, including 
victories over fellow Indi-
ana schools IU, Notre Dame 
and Purdue as well as wins 
against then Top 25 teams 
Gonzaga and Tennessee.. 
Butler’s rise to national 
prominence is no fluke; the 
Bulldogs, led by guard A.J. 
Graves are a hard-working 
team that makes very few 
mistakes on either end of 
the floor. Coach Todd Lick-
liter’s Bulldogs average be-
low 10 turnovers per game 
and shoot over 75 percent 
from the foul line, including 
Graves, who leads the nation 
with astounding 97 percent 
free-throw shooting.
It remains to be seen 
whether or not Butler will be 
able to compete with other 
top-tier teams once March 
Madness rolls around, but 
one thing is for sure: it’s good 
to see an Indiana team back at 
the top of college basketball. 
Let's just hope we don’t have 
to wait another four years to 
see it happen again. 
By Andrew neel
SportS Editor
Track gets off to fast start at TU Invitational
Indiana and basketball: who knew?
Lady Trojans senior Amber Bond drives to the basket against St. Francis. Taylor lost 78-71 to the No. 4 (NAIA Division II) Lady 
Cougars on Saturday. The Lady Trojans will travel to Goshen on Saturday to face the Maple Leafs. 
Photo by Ellen Koch
